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had a somewhat more practical bearing the Congress would
have proved more useful. Of all the eight subjects set down
for discussion not one had any direct bearing on methods of
treatment. Possibly this is accounted for by the very
simplicity of treatment of skin diseases.

Annotations.

THE FINANCES OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

11 Ne quid nimis."

AT the last meeting of the Council the balance sheet
of the collegiate year was presented. From this we

learn that, as regards the income, there has been a decrease
of &pound; 779 from the first and second examinations, but an in-
crease of 6792 on the third examination for the Membership.
This increase is probably to be accounted for by the fact that
according to a new rule the majority of rejected candidates
are referred for only three months instead of for six months,
and therefore many candidates have been examined within the

year who otherwise would not have been admitted to re-
examination until the next year. The balance on the
income and expenditure account is .61481, which is satis-

factory. As to the sources of the income of the College
.85706 is the profit from the examinations for the Member-
ship ; I;,6340 is received from house property and invest-
ments, and small amounts come from other sources ; the

total income is .t12,872. It is interesting to see that almost
half of the income of the College is derived from house

property and investments, and almost the other half from
examinations for the Membership. The items of expenditure
are not detailed, but the College expenses amount to .tlO,304.
This includes fees to examiners, the cost of the unrivalled
museum, and half the expenses of the laboratories at the
Examination Hall. 

__

"A CASE OF PLURAL ECTOPIC GESTATION.."

AN interesting case is reported under this heading in the
July number of the American Journal of Obstetrics by Dr.
P, Michinard. The patient, aged twenty-three years, had
been delivered normally at term in January, 1894. Menstrua-
tion did not occur till Dec. 25th, 1894 (the date is given as
1895, but this is obviously a misprint). This was the only
time menstruation occurred between the date of confinement
and that of the subsequent conception. In June, 1895, the
abdomen was observed to have become enlarged. OnSept.10th
a careful examination was made and a correct diagnosis was
arrived at. Two days later in the early morning the patient
was seized with severe pain in the lower abdomen and soon
became collapsed. It was at this period that Dr. Michinard
saw her and by his advice she was removed into hospital for
operation. Prior to the operation half a gallon of normal saline
solution was injected into the median cephalic vein with the
result that the pulse fell from 160 to 110. The operation
appears to have presented nothing specially remarkable ; a
six months’ fcetus (13 in. in length) was found free in the
peritoneum with a large quantity of blood and clot ; the

ruptured tube was removed in the usual way, and after the
peritoneum had been cleansed with sterilised gauze the
abdomen was closed without drainage. On examination
of the tube which was removed it was found to contain
a second f&oelig;tus of about three months’ development
(22 in. in length). Dr. Michinard summarises the points
of interest as follows : (1) at the time of rupture the
tube contained two feetuses each with its individual

placenta; (2) one foetus was small (2-21 in. long) and I

flattened; (3) the other foetus was normal in appearance
and about 13 in. long ; (4) at the time of rupture the patient
had not menstruated for nearly nine months ; (5) the patient
never had any symptom that indicated disease of the uterus
or of the appendages ; (6) the tube on the opposite side was
healthy in appearance ; and (7) the patient at the time of
writing was in the fourth month of uterine pregnancy and
did not present any sign of tubal or ovarian disease. Among
additional points of interest we may instance the facts that
the patient was only twenty-three years of age and that the
extra-uterine pregnancy followed a normal delivery at term
after only a comparatively short interval.

A HERO’S DEATH.
" THE age of chivalry," said Burke, " is dead." Yes ; but

not the age of heroism, as, indeed, we were recently re-
minded. Our Rome Correspondent lately mentioned the
mission to King Menelik for the release of the Italian

prisoners, combatant and medical, who fell into his hands on
the disastrous day of Abba Carima. That mission was started

by the Roman ladies, with the Countess Di Santa Fiora at
their head, and its conduct was undertaken by the Abbe
Wersowitz-Rey, a patrician by birth and wholly given to good
works. Soon after setting out he had a sunstroke, and
Dr. Lafont, the French physician at Gibllti, cautioned him
to expose himself in the great heat as little as possible, to
doff the priestly habit, and to wear the white garments and
the white pith helmet indispensable for Europeans in the
tropics ; above all, not to work more than two or three hours
a day. But Count Wersowitz gave scant heed to this advice,
and eager to push on the expedition he worked at the prepara-
tions for the caravan unremittingly and fearlessly. These

occupied about a month, and by the time that the supplies
had come from Aden (on July 2nd) and the caravan, complete
in every detail, set out for Shoa he had almost visibly added
ten years to his looks and to his life. The company was eight
strong-Monsignor Civillo Macario and his secretary, the

Counts Choiseul and Wersowitz, with four others, and
an escort of sixteen soldiers. The first halting-place was
Rambouji, a desert plain of sand, but as the camels with the
rest of the baggage were still due, en route from Gibuti,
Count Wersowitz had to command a halt till the following
evening. He then planted two tents and prepared an altar,
as it was Sunday and he wished to celebrate Mass and then
assist at that of Pere Oudin, another of the company. By
this time the heat had become intense, inducing intolerable
thirst, and on this account seven of the eight repaired to some
wells about half a mile off to fill the water-bags. Wersowitz
remained behind. Returning in half an hour they found
Oscar (Wersowitz’s servant) stretched out under a tent

apparently asleep, but really unconscious from insola,
tion. "Your servant is in a bad way," said Mon-

signor Macario to the Count; "come and see him."

Wersowitz, himself worn out and hardly able to walk,
made an effort to follow, only to find his faithful servant
in extremis. A negro was sent to Gibuti for a

physician, and meanwhile, in the absence of ice, such
water as was available was poured on the dying man. But

in vain; three hours afterwards he breathed his last

Wersowitz administering extreme unction and commending
his soul to God. Not many minutes later Wersowitz

himself felt ill, and all of the company recognising his
danger he was persuaded to return to Gibuti. He was

accompanied thither in a covered vehicle by Count Choiseul
and Monsignor Macario’s secretary, but by the time he
reached the place his condition had awakened the liveliest
apprehensions. That evening the vehicle came back from
Gibuti with the secretary, who announced to Pere Oudin that
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